THE  EVIDENCE  OF THE  PLAYS
tested that there was more evidence of feminine
authorship in Shakespeare than in Homer. He
replied, incautiously, "Yes, but you don't know
who Shakespeare was.55 The discussion ceased
abruptly; a man who doubted the identity of
Shakespeare was not to be argued with.
In the first century these "Academics" would
have consigned the Professor ad hones, in the
Middle Ages to "the Stake.'3 Professor Slater
continued his investigations, and found undoubted
traces of the woman's hand in many of the plays;
and, at the suggestion of Captain Ward, included
Lady Pembroke in the Group. The sister of
Sidney, the friend of the Earl of Oxford, she had
endeavoured to marry both of her sons, "the
Incomparable Paire" of the Folio, the Earls of
Pembroke and Montgomery, to Oxford's
daughters. Both were engaged to the latter, and
the Countess Susan married the Earl of Mont-
gomery. Lady Pembroke was a cultured and well-
known authoress. It is probable that she attracted
Raleigh to the Group. Oxford belonged to a
theological and scientific circle of which Raleigh
was the President, and Raleigh might well have
joined his literary group. He it was who inter-
ceded with Queen Elizabeth on Oxford's behalf,
when he was restored to Royal favour in 1583.
Chambers (p. 76) refers to a letter, now lost,
but last seen at Wilton in 1865, from Lady Pem-
broke to her son, telling him to bring James I to
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